
Minutes 2021.02.08 City Council Meeting 

DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday, February 8, 2021 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Lyons at              

7:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting was also held electronically via ZOOM due to expanded COVID 19 protocol.  

 

ROLL CALL – All 7 Members present; Mayor Lyons, Mayor Pro-Tem Laylin, Councilmembers 

Bakeman, Dodd, Gross, Lucas, and Schuur.  Also present was City Manager Anderson, City 

Clerk Patty Patano via Zoom. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – February 1, 2021 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the minutes; seconded by 

Councilmember James Dodd. 
 
QUESTIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL – Randy Gross:  How many municipal staff members? 

Kevin A, 6 or 7 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) – 

County Commissioner Jeremiah Jones, indicated that via security clearance with military the 

Guard is coming home in March. 

 

David Fair:  Is the Depot unlocked?  Kevin A. indicated that it is locked but the sheriff has the key. 

  

 COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) –  

David Fair:  Indicated his enthusiasm for the Riverside Park project. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – 

A Public Hearing was held to gather input for a Michigan Natural Resource Grant for Riverside 

Park, a park development along Riverside Drive adjacent to the Dowagiac Creek. 

 

Hearing held; no comments 

 

RESOLUTIONS – 

1. Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Randy Gross 

 

WHEREAS, the City supports the submission of an application titled, “Riverside Park 

Development” to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund grant for 

development of Riverside Park on Riverside Drive; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed application is supported by Dowagiac’s 5-Year Approved Parks 

and Recreation plan; and, 



 

WHEREAS, the City is hereby making a financial commitment to the project in the amount 

of $131,000 matching funds, in cash; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that City Council hereby authorizes a submission 

of a Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant application for 

$300,000, and further resolves to make available its financial obligation amount of 

$131,000 (30%) of a total $431,000 project cost, during the 2021-2022 fiscal year. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager shall be authorized to sign the 

MDNRTF application on behalf of the City. 

 

ADOPTED  

 
 
2.   Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

WHEREAS,  City of Dowagiac has need for labor and services associated with the maintenance 

and improvement of the City’s electric system infrastructure; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  since August 2020 Midwest Energy & Communications (MEC) has provided 

maintenance and improvement services for the Electric Utility in a professional and 

timely manner; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  it is in the best interest of both parties to enter into a longer term agreement for 

maintenance and improvement services for the Electric Utility; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of its 

City Council, does hereby approve an Electric Line Services Agreement with MEC. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager be authorized to act as signatory for the 

execution of said contract. 

 

ADOPTED  

 

3.   Councilmember Randy Gross offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Bob Schuur 

WHEREAS, there has been an identified need for improvements of “the pine lake drain” at the Rudy 

Road crossing; and, 

WHEREAS, the City, Wayne Township and Cass County have reached an agreement to distribute 

and share costs evenly for this improvement; and, 

WHEREAS, an agreement on the “Pine Lake Drain” has been drawn up by Cass County; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of its 

City Council, the City Manager is hereby authorized to be the official signature in the 



Agreement for the Pine Lake Drain improvements, along with Cass County and Wayne 

Township. 
 

ADOPTED  
 

 
4.        Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

WHEREAS, in 2019 City Council established criteria for incentivizing the construction of new 

homes in the city by offering land and utility connections at no cost to people who build 

homes on vacant city-owned lots; and, 

WHEREAS, the city owns residential lots on Spruce Street that meet the criteria of new housing 

construction; and, 

WHEREAS, Accent Homes has expressed interested in building a house at tract 2 (507 Spruce) of 

the attached survey on Spruce Street. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of its 

City Council, the City Manager is hereby authorized to prepare execute all documents 

necessary for the sale of said property to Accent Homes for the construction of an new single 

family residence with no charge for the land and utility connection fees waived. 

 

ADOPTED  

   

5.  Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following Resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City Treasurer 

and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to approve the following 

invoices and payroll #09. 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized 

and directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

 

 

BILLS  PAYROLL  TOTAL 

$$889,694.89  $136,565.35  $1,026,269.24 

 

ADOPTED ON A ROLL CALL VOTE – 
 
Ayes: 6 

 
Nays: 0 

 
Absent: 0 

 
 



COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS –  

Councilmember Dodd was gratified to hear that the victims of the recent fire received 

assistance.  He also reported that friends indicated how much they love to shop and eat in 

Dowagiac. 

Kevin Anderson reported that things continue to look very promising for Dowagiac with interest 

in Zeke’s, Pennsylvania Avenue, and Spruce.  More and more people are looking to small 

communities as their lifestyle choice. 

Leon Laylin:  People are always interested in the actual dates for completion of various projects. 

Patrick Bakeman:  The new videos on Dowagiac are great and should be promoted via social 

media. 

 

ADJOURNMENT— 

 

7:23 pm 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved to adjourn; seconded by Patrick Bakeman. 

 
 
 
 
 

Mayor, Don Lyons 
 
 
 
 
 

City Clerk, Patty Patano 

 


